Robert K. Johnson

On A Street Corner

Her blue-grey hair a proof
neatness still exists;
her cheeks chubby with contentment:

a woman serene as sunlight
waits for the light to change.

Next to her, a snake-thin boy
gently tilts the top
of her unzippered bag

closer to his eyes
and lets his fingers rummage.

By the time she sees, he's done
and, mindless as water, flows
away. She checks her bag's contents,

rechecks, finds nothing missing
except her world.
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