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Frequent Flyer
In a strange city
where no one knows my name
I can ignore the sights and sit
in outdoor coffee shops for hours,
staring at the passers-by. (What
do I care if they stare back at me?).
No one will raise an eyebrow
if I smoke too much or comb my hair
or freshen up my lipstick on the street.
I can sling my purse across my chest,
read magazines at newsstands
(and not feel I have to buy a thing)
or choose instead to spend the day
in a hotel room with a book and
order up my meals and eat in bed.
(So what if I leave crumbs?)
And then again I might go out
to shop and try on clothes and perfumes
(thanks, just testing, ma'am, no thanks)
or say, okay, and even let a salesgirl
do-me-over, line my eyes in black my lips
in clown-bright red. And afterwards
I'll wipe it off and find a park bench
in the sun and turn my face up
to be bronzed so that back home
they'll say: “Looks like you’ve had
yourself a wonderful vacation.”
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